
Homily four seventh Sunday of the year, c cycle, February 20, 2022 

On the cover of the January 9th issue, 1984 of Time magazine is a remarkable photograph of two men in a prison cell. 

One is a young, bearded Turk named Mehmet Ali Acja and the other is the supreme leader of the Roman Catholic 

Church, Pope John Paul II. The pope visited the man who made an attempt on his life a few months earlier in Saint 

Peter’s square. He wanted to publicly forgive his assailant. The scene of forgiveness and reconciliation is nothing less 

than inspiring, and was witnessed by millions of people around the world. The writer of the article, Lance Morrow, 

heaped praised on the pope for his act of mercy. He said that at a time when mercy is vanishing in the contemporary 

world, the pope’s witness was especially needed and is worthy of the highest praise. 

Today’s gospel (Lk. 6: 27-38) is a continuation of our Lord’s Sermon on the Plain. He insists that his disciples love their 

enemies, and to do good to those who hate them and bless those who curse them.   

But just how realistic are Christ’s teaching? 

The key is the word love. (agape in Greek). William Barclay, a scripture scholar explains: 

It means that whatever that person has done to us we will never allow ourselves to desire anything but his highest good; 

and we will deliberately and of set purpose, go out of our way to be good and kind to him. This is most suggestive. We 

cannot love our enemies as we love our nearest and dearest. To do so  would be unnatural, impossible and even wrong. 

But we can see to it that, no matter what a man does to us, even if he insults, ill-treats and injures us, we will seek 

nothing but his highest good”. 

Did not Christ do as much? 

Jesus practice what he preached. As he was dying on the cross he prayed for those who crucified him. He conquered evil 

with good. 

The first Christian martyr, Saint Stephen, was stoned to death by an angry mob. While he was on his knees and in the 

midst of the stones, he prayed: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” 

We are to love as we have first been loved. We are to forgive as we have been forgiven by Christ. Forgiveness is a gift.  

By forgiving others, we are loving with the purity of God’s love. 

IN the memorable film, “Jesus of Nazareth” dating back over fifty years, there is an extraordinary scene featuring Jesus 

and the zealot/insurrectionist Barabbas. Barabbas wants to entice Jesus to lead an uprising against the Roman 

oppressor. Jesus politely declined. His reply was stunning. “Love your enemies and forgive those who use and persecute 

you”. 

Barabbas was incredulous. “Love the Romans who brutalized and swindled our people? Who raped our women and 

tortured our people?”  Jesus replied, “I have come to take on my shoulders the sins of the world” He added, “Those who 

live by the sword die by the sword”. 

Christ’s words in today’s gospel are eminently sensible because it takes into account that in the world there is so much 

violence, so much injustice and therefore that this tragic situation cannot be overcome except by countering it with 

more love, with more goodness. Just consider the parable of the Good Samaritan. 

A world without mercy is pitiless, loveless and cold. 

Once again communists, the traditional enemies of the free world, are in the news. Their state sponsored atheism has 

been a curse for countless religious believers over the last two centuries. Several years ago, the late Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta was asked a rather provocative question by an inquiring journalist: “Who is a communist?”She answered, “A 

communist is a child of God”. The following day her remark appeared in the Chinese newspapers. Even unbelievers were 

pleased with the nun’s comment. Clearly, she did not regard communists as her enemies. They are her brothers and 

sisters. 



If you are currently holding a grudge or refuse a request for forgiveness, may the grace of Christ enlighten your mind and 

soften your heart.  

  

 

 


